[Gastrointestinal bleeding and intestinal perforation due to polyarteritis nodosa in a patient with celiac disease. A case report].
Complications of celiac disease could present with intestinal perforation and rarely, gastrointestinal bleeding, which are usually secondary to nongranulomatous ulcerative jejunoileitis or T-cell lymphoma. We describe the case of a 66-year-old male patient with an 8-year history of celiac disease (CD) who presented with recurrent abdominal pain and gastrointestinal bleeding. Several tests were performed to find out possible complications associated to CD. Due to an overt gastrointestinal bleeding, an arteriography was performed and signs of polyarteritis nodosa were found. Vascular disease was aggressive, and despite multiple medical and surgical treatments the patient died. As arteriography is not usually performed for the study of the complications of CD, it is possible that the association between CD and PAN has been underdiagnosed.